
Summer Time Reading 2024 

 
 

Greenwild by Pari Thomson 
 
Daisy Thistledown has escaped from boarding school and has a 
mystery to solve. Her search for her missing mother will lead her 
across London and through a hidden doorway to another world, 
filled with plants and bursting with magic: the Greenwild. 
 
But all is not well in this astonishing land. Before long Daisy finds 
herself confronting a dangerous presence that threatens green 
magic on both sides of the door. Daisy must band together with a 
botanical genius, a boy who can talk to animals, and a cat with an 
attitude, to channel the power that can revive the Greenwild and 
find her missing mother - and save her own world too. 
 

 

Dread Wood by Jennifer Killick 
 
It's basically the worst school detention ever. When classmates (but 
not mate-mates) Hallie, Angelo, Gustav and Naira are forced to 
come to school on a SATURDAY, they think things can’t get much 
worse. But they’re wrong. Things are about to get seriously scary. 

What has dragged their teacher underground? Why do the creepy 
caretakers keeping humming the tune to Itsy Bitsy Spider? And what 
horrors lurk in the shadows, getting stronger and meaner every 
minute . . .? Cut off from help and in danger each time they touch 
the ground, the gang’s only hope is to work together. But it’s no 
coincidence that they're all there on detention. Someone has been 
watching and plotting and is out for revenge . . . 

 
 

 
 

The Boy at the Back of the Class by Onjali Q Raúf 
 
On a perfectly ordinary school day, something extraordinary 
happens: a boy with pale skin, lion eyes and a tattered red rucksack 
walks in. Unable to speak English and seated at the back of the 
class, Ahmet 'the refugee kid' becomes the perfect target for bullies 
and rumours alike. 
 
But Ahmet has also captured the attention and empathy of a fellow 
classmate, who will do anything to help him find his family. Even if 
that involves a plan - or five, and the Queen herself! 



 
 

Impossible Creatures by Katherine Rundell 
 
Christopher is stunned when he discovers a passage to the 
Archipelago: a cluster of magical islands where all the creatures of 
myth still live and breed and thrive in their thousands. There he 
meets Mal: a girl from the islands, who is in possession of a flying 
coat and a baby griffin, and who is being pursued by a killer. 
Together they embark on an urgent quest to discover why the 
creatures are suddenly perishing, voyaging across the wild 
splendour of the Archipelago, where sphinxes hold secrets and 
centaurs do murder, in a bid to save both the islands and the world 
beyond them from a rising evil - before it's too late. 

 
 

Onyeka and the Academy of the Sun by Tolá Okogwu 
 
Black Panther meets Percy Jackson in this action-packed superhero 
series about a British-Nigerian girl who learns that her Afro hair has 
psychokinetic powers. Soon to be a feature film. 
 
Onyeka has a lot of hair – the kind that makes strangers stop in the 
street. When she makes the important discovery that she can 
control her hair with her mind, she's whisked off to the Academy of 
the Sun, a school in Nigeria where Solari – children with 
superpowers – are trained 
But Onyeka and her new friends at the Academy soon have to put 
their powers to the test as they find themselves caught up in an epic 
battle . . . one that puts the future of all Solari at risk. 
 

 


